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Mss 348, Pc 303, Mf 33, TC 170 (A.10-97, A12-16) Ely Bronstein fonds

Summary information

Repository: University of Manitoba Archives & Special Collections

Title: Ely Bronstein fonds

ID: Mss 348, Pc 303, Mf 33, TC 170 (A.10-97, A12-16)

Date: 1936-2010 (date of creation)

Physical description: 2.90 m of textual records.
87 items of graphical material.
1,429 photos.
44 photo negatives.
503 slides.
1 microfiche.
4 microfilm.
33 audio cassettes.
13 video cassettes.

Language: English

Language: French

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Createdby Jarad Buckwold on 23 August 2011.Revised on 3 February
2012.Revised by Dana Van Aert Pattrosson on 13 December
2012.Revised by Natalie Vielfaure on 18 January 2017.Quality checked
by Mary Grace Golfo on 15 March 2017.

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Ely Bronstein was born on November 8, 1945 as one of the many Western foreigners in Shanghai at that
time, known as “Shanghailanders”. Fearing the Chinese Communists’ anti-Western policies after their
victory in 1949, the Bronstein family left the country, coming to Winnipeg in 1952, where Ely was first
exposed to the 1937 Frank Capra film starring Ronald Colman, “Lost Horizon”. The movie struck a chord
with Ely, speaking to his own spiritual beliefs as well as serving as a reminder of his Far Eastern heritage,
and igniting his lifetime fascination with film and the film industry. Graduating with an Arts Degree in
anthropology from the University of Manitoba in 1970, Bronstein retained his love of film, particularly
with “Lost Horizon” and began his collection in 1982, assembling articles, documents, correspondences,
photos, and artwork relating to the film, as well as others that stuck with him, such as the 1956 film,
“Helen of Troy”. Finally deciding his collection would be better off serving the needs of film studies
students, Bronstein donated the vast majority of his collection to the University of Manitoba Archives &
Special Collections in 2011.
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Custodial history

The fonds was donated to University of Manitoba Archives & Special Collections by Ely Bronstein in
2010 , 2012 and 2015.

Scope and content

The fonds consists primarily of photocopies of articles, documents, correspondence, photographs or
artwork that the donor has acquired from various magazines, newspapers, books, associates and other
archives and libraries. The vast majority of the collection relates to “Lost Horizon”, with a much smaller,
though still significant, percentage relating to "Helen of Troy". Some of the collection falls outside the
scope of either of the two aforementioned movies, being a collection of writings, photos and artwork
relating to Hollywood and the movie industry in general, as well as California travel information and
info on Tibet. The fonds is divided into the series “Lost Horizon” articles, “Lost Horizon” documents
and research, personal effects, "Lost Horizon” publicity stills, “Lost Horizon” production photographs,
“Lost Horizon” negatives, “Lost Horizon” art, “Helen of Troy”, related interests, oversized items, "Lost
Horizon" microfilm, correspondence about “Lost Horizon”, “Lost Horizon” biographies, oversized
photos of “Lost Horizon,” video collection associated with “Lost Horizon,” and audio cassette collection
associated with “Lost Horizon”.
The "Lost Horizon" articles series contains newspaper, magazine and journal articles, as well as book
excerpts, related to various "Lost Horizon" subjects, such as production, reception and cast and crew
biographies. The "Lost Horizon" various articles series also features articles discussing James Hilton's
other works. The “Lost Horizon” documents and research series contains various primary sources such
as interviews, scripts, theatre programs and legal documents. The personal effects series contains content
related to Ely Bronstein’s personal life such as correspondence and ephemera, though the vast majority
of this material relates to “Lost Horizon”. The video collection associated with “Lost Horizon” series
contains films based on other works by James Hilton or starring Ronald Colman, as well as information
on Frank Capra’s life and his American Film Institute Life Achievement Award. The audio cassette
collection associated with “Lost Horizon” series contains various primary sources such as interviews,
theatre programs, soundtracks, prayers, and news reports. The next three series contain photographs of
“Lost Horizon”, both publicity stills - scenes from the movie -slides, and production photos – pictures
taken of the production processes or of members of the production crew. The negatives relating to “Lost
Horizon” are reproduced photographic negatives, while the artwork contains movie posters and concept
art. The “Helen of Troy” series contains material relating to that film, including articles, documents and
publicity stills. The related interest series contains various articles and pictures related to Hollywood
and the movie industry, as well as information about California and Tibet. All oversized items requiring
larger boxes are included in the oversized items series. Lastly, the "Lost Horizon" microfilm series
contains press books and visual representations of the film on 35mm microfilm. The items are all paper
photocopies of their original formats, with the exceptions of a few original correspondences, a few
original newspaper clippings, the negatives and the microfilm.
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Notes

Title notes

Immediate source of acquisition

Donated directly to University of Manitoba Archives & Special Collections by Ely Bronstein.

Restrictions on access

There are no restrictions on this material.

Finding aids

A finding aid can be generated from this description.

Accruals

Further accruals are expected from Ely Bronstein.

Other notes

• Publication status: published
• Level of detail: Partial
• Status description: Final
• Institution identifier: University of Manitoba Archives & Special Collections

Access points

• Textual record (documentary form)
• Graphic material (documentary form)
• Moving images (documentary form)
• Sound recording (documentary form)
• Motion pictures (subject)
• Winnipeg (Man.) (place)
• Manitoba (place)
• Winnipeg - to be deleted (place)

Series descriptions

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
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Accession Mss 348, Pc 303, Mf 33, TC 170 (A.10-97, A12-16)-A2010-97 [PC 303, MF
33]: Ely Bronstein fonds
Creator: Bronstein, Ely

Date: 1936 - 2010 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

The fonds consists of 2,484 items, nearly all of which are photocopies of articles, documents,
correspondences, photo groups or artwork that the donor has acquired from various magazines,
newspapers, books, associates and other archives and libraries. The vast majority of the collection
relates to “Lost Horizon”, with a much smaller, though still significant, percentage relating to "Helen
of Troy". Over 150 of the items fall outside the scope of either of the two aforementioned movies,
being a collection of writings, photographs and artwork relating to Hollywood and the movie industry
in general, as well as California travel information and info on Tibet. The fonds is divided into the
series “Lost Horizon” articles, “Lost Horizon” documents and research, personal effects, "Lost
Horizon” publicity stills, “Lost Horizon” production photographs, “Lost Horizon” negatives, “Lost
Horizon” art, “Helen of Troy”, related interests, oversized items and "Lost Horizon" microfilm. The
"Lost Horizon" articles series contains newspaper, magazine and journal articles, as well as book
excerpts, related to various "Lost Horizon" subjects, such as production, reception and cast and crew
biographies. The “Lost Horizon” documents and research series contains various primary sources
such as interviews, scripts, theatre programs and legal documents. The personal effects series contains
content related to Ely Bronstein’s personal life such as correspondences and ephemera, though the vast
majority of this material relates to “Lost Horizon”. The next two series contain photographs of “Lost
Horizon”, both publicity stills – scenes from the movie blown into photos – and production photos
– pictures taken of the production processes or of members of the production crew. The negatives
relating to “Lost Horizon” are reproduced photographic negatives, while the artwork contains movie
posters and concept art. The “Helen of Troy” series contains material relating to that film, including
articles, documents and publicity stills. The related interests series contains various articles and
pictures related to Hollywood and the movie industry, as well as information about California and
Tibet. All oversized items requiring larger boxes are included in the oversized items series. Lastly, the
"Lost Horizon" microfilm series contains pressbooks and visual representations of the film on 35mm
microfilm. The items are all paper photocopies of their original formats, with the exceptions of a few
original correspondences, a few original newspaper clippings, the negatives and the microfilm.

Physical description: 1.8 m of textual and other material including 899 photos, 44 photo negatives, 1
microfiche & 4 microfilm

Language of the material:

Arrangement:

This collection is arranged into 6 series and Photograph (Pc 303) and Microform Collection (Mf 33

Restrictions on access:

There are no restrictions on this material.

Conditions governing use:
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There are no restrictions on this material.

Related material:

Duplicate copies have been removed.

Accruals:

Further accruals are anticipated

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Mss 348 (A.10-97)

Publication status:

published

File / item list

"LOST HORIZON" ARTICLES
Date: [1936-200-?] (date of creation)

Physical description: 309 Items

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Ronald Colman [1937-2000?] 1 1-2
File - Frank Capra [1936-1998?] 1 3-7
File - Dimitri Tiomkin 1971-2000 1 8
File - Other Biographical Articles
1936-2007

2 1-2

File - Production Articles [1936-2003?] 2 3-5
File - Distribution/Reception Articles
[1937-1997?]

2 6-8

File - Film Restoration Articles
[1963-1993?]

3 1

File - General Articles [1936-2006?] 3 2-5

"Lost Horizon" Documents & Research 1936-1999
Physical description: 82 Items
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Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Interviews 1950-1983 4 1-5
File - Production Documents
[1936-1992?]

4 6-8

File - Theatre Programs &
Advertisements 1937-1999

4 9-11

File - Film Restoration Documents
[1973-1995?]

4 12

Personal Effects [1983-200-?]
Physical description: 221 Items

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Correspondences: Sam Frank
1983-2003

5 1-4

File - Correspondences: Kendall Miller
1995-2001

5 5

File - Other Correspondences
[1983-1993?]

5 6

File - Ephemera 5 7

"Helen of Troy" [195-?-200-?]
Physical description: 215

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Articles & Research 6 1-6

Related Interests [1936-200-?]
Physical description: 143 Items

Publication status:
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published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Articles [1936-200-?] 7 1-3

Oversized Items [1936-200-?]
Physical description: 427 Items

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - "Lost Horizon" Articles
[1936-200-?]

8 1-8

File - "Lost Horizon" Documents and
Research [1936-200-?]

9 1-5

File - Correspondences 1983 10 1
File - Related Articles [1936-200-?] 10 2
File - "Helen of Troy" [1955-200-?] 10 3

PC 303 (A.10-97)

Publication status:

published

File / item list

"Lost Horizon" Publicity Stills [1936-200-?]
Physical description: 313 Items

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Ronald Colman & Jane Wyatt
[1936-200-?]

1 1-3

File - Other Cast Members 1936-1937 1 4-6
File - Landscapes & Scenery 1936-1937 1 7

"Lost Horizon" Production Photos [1936-1937?]
Physical description: 369 Items
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Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Movie Premier [1937?] 2 1
File - Uncaptioned Production Photos
1936-1937

2 2-5

File - Captioned Production Photos
1936-1937

3 1-10

"Lost Horizon" Negatives [1936-1941]
Physical description: 44

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Photo Negatives 1936-1941 4 1-3

"Lost Horizon" Art [1936-1979?]
Physical description: 61 Items

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Movie Posters [1936-1979?] 5 1
File - Characters & Costumes [1936?] 5 2
File - Sets & Landscapes 1936-1937 5 3

"Helen of Troy" [195-?-200-?]

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Photos [1955-1956?] 6 1-5
File - Art [195-?-200-?] 6 6

University of Manitoba Archives & Special Collections  Page 10



Mss 348, Pc 303, Mf 33, TC 170 (A.10-97, A12-16) Ely Bronstein fonds

Oversized Items [1936-197-?]
Physical description: 88 items

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - "Lost Horizon" Photos
[1936-195-?]

7 1

File - "Lost Horizon" Art [1936-1979?] 7 2
File - "Helen of Troy" Photos & Art
[1955-200-?]

7 3

File - Related Photos and Art
[193-?-200-?]

7 4

MF 33 (A.10-97)

Publication status:

published

File / item list

"Lost Horizon" Microfilm [193-?-1984]
Physical description: 4 items

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Microfilm [193-?-1984] 1-2 1

Accession Mss 348, Pc 303, Mf 33, TC 170 (A.10-97, A12-16)-A2012-016 (PC 303, TC
170): Ely Bronstein Fonds
Creator: Bronstein, Ely

Date: 1982-2005 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

The fonds consists of 895 items, most of the materials are photocopies of articles, documents,
correspondences, photo groups or production stills that have been acquired from various magazines,
newspapers, books, other film buffs. The vast majority of the collection relates to “Lost Horizon”,
with a much smaller focus on the writer of the novel, James Hilton, and the star of the film Ronald
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Colman and some on film producer Frank Capra. The fonds is divided into the series Correspondences
about the “Lost Horizon”, “Lost Horizon” biographies about James Hilton and Ronald Colman,
"Lost Horizon” production photos, The "Lost Horizon" articles series contains newspaper, magazine
and journal articles, as well as book excerpts, related to various "Lost Horizon" subjects, such as
production, reception, cast and crew biographies and articles discussing James Hiltons other works.
The visual media related to “Lost Horizon” has films based on other works by James Hilton or starring
Ronald Colman, there is also information on Frank Capra’s life and the American film institute awards
ceremony from 1984 that Capra won an award from. The audio associated to “Lost Horizon” series
contains various primary sources such as interviews, theatre programs, soundtracks, prayers, and news
reports. The next series contain photographs of “Lost Horizon”, production photos – pictures taken
of the production processes or of members of the production crew, there is also stills taken of the and
slides that were the originals for the stills from the movie. These slides also contain other stills from
the movie along with production photos, advertising and publicity stills. All oversized items requiring
larger boxes are included in the oversized items series.

Physical description: 0.62 m of textual records. -- 530 photographs. --- 503 slides. -- 33 audio cassettes. --
12 VHS cassettes.

Language of the material:

Arrangement:

This collection is arranged

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Oversized Correspondence, re: “Lost Horizon”
Date: 1983-2005 (date of creation)

Note:

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Sam Frank Correspondences
1983-1991

1 1

File - Alfred s. Keller 1983-1989 1 2-3
File - Kendall Miller & Kurt Kausler
1995-2005

1 4-5

File - Kendall Miller & Kurt Kausler
1995-2005

2 6-9
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Biographies of James Hilton & Ronald Colman 1928-1956
Physical description: {quantity}

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - James Hilton Biography
Ca.1930-195?

1 1

File - Ronald Colman Biography
Ca.1920-195?

1 2

File - The Silver Flame by James Hilton
1928

1 3

File - James Hiltons writings in
periodicals 1925-1956

1 3-4

“Lost Horizon” Various Articles 1927-2004?
Physical description: {quantity}

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Souvenir Programs 1927-1941 2 1
File - “Lost Horizon” Miscellaneous
Ca.1936

2 2

File - Review of “Chips” film &
Photoplay mag Apr. 1937 W. Colman/
Wyatt Color picture 1937-1939

2 3

File - Book & movie reviews of “Lost
Horizon” along with other miscellaneous
materials 1933-1954

2 4

File - James Hilton Miscellaneous
1933-200?

2 5

Oversized photos of “Lost Horizon” (PC 303) 1936-1989
Physical description: {quantity}

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
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File - Enlarged photos from slides
Ca.1936-Ca.1937

1 1

File - Stills from” Lost Horizon” in slides
Ca.1936-1989?

1 2

File - Production photos done by Alfred
S. Keller Ca.1937-1989

1 3

Video collection, re: “Lost Horizon” 1897-1947
Physical description: {quantity}

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Ronald Colman in other films
1937-1947

2 1

File - Frank Capras Life and
achievements 1897-1991

2 2

File - “Lost Horizon” films & extras
1937-Ca.1990

2 3

Audio Cassette collection associated with “Lost Horizon” (TC 170) 1936-199?
Physical description: {quantity}

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Interviews of cast & crew c a.1936-
ca.1990

1 1

File - “Lost Horizon” musical score
ca.1937-ca.1990

1 2

File - Ronald Colman in radio Shows
ca.1930-194?

1 3

File - Film Critics thoughts on Frank
Capra 1980-1991?

1 4

File - NBC Theater production of “Lost
Horizon” ca.1948-ca.1977

1 5

Accession Mss 348, Pc 303, Mf 33, TC 170 (A.10-97, A12-16)-MSS 460 (A2012-027,
A2015-085): Ely Bronstein A2012-027 and A2015-085 Accession)
Date: [ca. 1400] - 2015 (collection) (date of creation)

Scope and content:
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Records consist of artwork and textual records acquired by Bronstein, as well as textual material which
documents and contextualizes these acquisitions. Also included are family records originating from
Russia, as well as a compilation tape of the film "Lost Horizon".

Physical description: 0.18 m of textual and other materials; 1 VHS tape

Access points:

• Bronstein, Ely

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Research Materials
Date: 1961-2015 (accumulation) (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series consists of materials documenting woodcuts, mughal miniatures and manuscripts. Some records
directly relate to acquisitions made by Ely Bronstein while others document these record types more
generally.

Physical description: 9.5 cm of textual records

Access points:

• Bronstein, Ely
• Textual record (documentary form)

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Indian Mughal Miniatures 1975-1980 1
File - Woodcuts 1975-1977 2 1
File - Manuscripts and Books 1961-2015 1 3
File - The Several Tryals of Edward Earl
of Warwick and Holland and Charles
Lord of Mohun Transcript

1975 1 4

File - Manuscript Leaves 1992-1994 1 5

Tsarist Documents
Date: 1895-1997 (accumulation) (date of creation)

Scope and content:
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Series consists of records related to the Bronstein family, mainly banknotes and certificates.

Physical description: 0.02 cm of textual records

Language of the material:

Russian

English

Access points:

• Bronstein, Ely
• Textual record (documentary form)

Physical condition:

Records are fragile and should be handled accordingly.

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Russian Banknotes 1909-1997 1 6
File - Certificates 1895-[ca. 19--] 2 1a

Engravings
Date: 1688-1800 (collection) (date of creation)

Scope and content:

The series consists of engravings by various artists.

Physical description: 4 engravings

Access points:

• Bronstein, Ely
• Graphic material (documentary form)

Physical condition:

The engravings are fragile, with tearing in some instances. They should be handled very carefully.

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
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File - SS. Apost. Petri et Pavli 1705 2 1b
File - Perseus and Andromeda 1800 2 2
File - Hercules and Lichas n.d. 2 3
File - K. James the 2d 1688 2 File 0004

Indian Mughal Miniatures
Creator: Bronstein, Ely

Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series consists of paintings, known as Mughal Miniatures, created by unknown South-East Asian
Artists between the 1500s and 1700s.

Physical description: 7 paintings

Access points:

• Graphic material (documentary form)

Physical condition:

Paintings are fragile and should be handled accordingly.

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Persian or Urdu Script Surrounded
by Musical Instruments and Peacock

n.d. 2 5

File - Side Profile of Woman Standing in
Front of Water

n.d. 2 6

File - Woman Lowering Vase in Well
with Man Standing by

n.d. 2 7

File - Man Riding Elephant Attacking
Tiger

n.d. 2 8

File - Two Women, One Man Around
Campfire, Horse in Background

n.d. 2 9

File - Four People, Including Dancer and
Musicians, Outside

n.d. 2 10

File - Five People Sitting Around
Campfire

n.d. 2 11

Woodcuts
Date: [ca. 1520] (collection) (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series consists of woodcuts (ink on paper) from Pindar's Speculum Passionis Domini designed by
German artist Hans Baldun Grien
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Physical description: 3 woodcuts

Access points:

• Bronstein, Ely
• Graphic material (documentary form)

Physical condition:

The woodcuts are fragile and should be handled accordingly.

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - "Rider on Horseback" [ca. 1520] 2 12
File - "Passion of Christ (Revelation)" [ca. 1520] 2 13
File - "Mocking of Christ" [ca. 1520] 2 14

Manuscript Leaves
Creator: Bronstein, Ely

Date: [ca. 1400] - 1699 (date of creation)

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Six Connected Leaves from a
Manuscript Psalter Written in England

2 15

File - From a Latin Work Concerning the
Passion

[ca. 1490] 2 16

File - Manuscript Psalter Written in
England

[ca. 1450] 2 17

File - Early Fifteenth Century Prayer
Book

[ca. 14--] 2 18

File - From Latin Prayer Book, Written
in England

[ca. 1450] 2 19

File - Piece of Sheet Music (Hymn) -
Ornamented Letter

[ca. 14--?] 2 20

File - Leaf from a Codex Liturgicus
(Psalterium), Written in England

[ca. 1400] 2 21

File - From Book of Hours, Written in
England

[ca. 1450] 2 22
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File - Black Breviary Leaves, possibly
from a version of Jacobus de Voragine's
Legenda Aurea

[ca. 14--?] 2 23

File - Golden Breviary Leaves - Possibly
Liturgies from a Book of Hours (175A)

[14--?] 2 24

File - Golden Breviary Leaves - Possibly
Liturgies from a Book of Hours (175B)

[14--?] 2 25

File - The Several Tryals of Edward
Early of Warwick and Holland and
Charles Lord Mohund - Incomplete
Manuscript

1699 2 26

Mss 348, Pc 303,
Mf 33, TC 170
(A.10-97, A12-16)-
MSS 460 (A2012-027,
A2015-085)-1

Item - Manuscript leaves on Bernard of
Clairvaux, possibly from a version of the
Legenda Aurea by Jacobus de Voragine

[ca. 1400] 3

Mss 348, Pc 303,
Mf 33, TC 170
(A.10-97, A12-16)-
MSS 460 (A2012-027,
A2015-085)-2

Item - Manuscript leaves, part of section
on Saints Gervasius and Protasius (or
Saint Augustine), possibly from a version
of the Legenda Aurea by Jacobus de
Voragine

[ca. 1400] 3

Mss 348, Pc 303,
Mf 33, TC 170
(A.10-97, A12-16)-
MSS 460 (A2012-027,
A2015-085)-3

Item - Manuscript leaves on Apostle
Matthew, possibly from a version of the
Legenda Aurea by Jacobus de Voragine

[ca. 1400] 3

Lost Horizon
Date: 1999 (accumulation) (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series consists of a compilation tape for the film "Lost Horizon"

Physical description: 1 VHS tape

Access points:

• Bronstein, Ely
• Moving images (documentary form)

Publication status:

published

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
Mss 348, Pc 303,
Mf 33, TC 170
(A.10-97, A12-16)-
MSS 460 (A2012-027,
A2015-085)-4

Item - Colman/Lost Horizon compilation 1999 3
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