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Summary information

Repository: University of Manitoba Archives & Special Collections

Title: Bertram Brooker fonds

ID: MSS 16, PC 16, TC 76

Date: [18-], 1905-1989 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1.31 m of textual records.
17 photographs.
3 audio reels.
3 audio cassettes.

Language: English

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Bertram Brooker was born in Surrey, England in 1888. He immigrated to Portage la Prairie, Manitoba
with his parents in 1905. At age seventeen he worked in the kitchens and in the timekeeper's office of the
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. Later he managed a movie theatre in Neepawa and did newspaper work
in Portage and Winnipeg. In 1921 he moved to Toronto to assume a career in advertising and freelance
journalism. Brooker began writing his first novel at the age of nine, and as early as 1910 he was writing
and directing several of his own plays. His literary achievements include Think of the Earth (1936),
Tangled Miracle (1936) and The Robber (1949). He won the first Governor General's Award for fiction
in 1936. Although he was the author of nine books as well as texts on advertising and writing, Brooker
is perhaps best known as an artist. He began painting in the 1920s and formed close ties with LeMoine
Fitzgerald and most of the members of the Group of Seven. Apparently influenced by Fitzgerald and
Lawren Harris, he became a pioneer in abstract painting.

Custodial history

The fonds was donated to University of Manitoba Archives & Special Collections in several instalments
by the Brooker family beginning in 1980.
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Scope and content

The collection contains correspondence, diaries, unpublished manuscripts, and copies of published
writing. The twelve folders of correspondence, although primarily incoming, include exchanges between
Brooker and other artists such as LeMoine Fitzgerald, William Arthur Deacon, and Pelham Edgar. His
diaries consist mostly of fragmented excerpts of short, intermittent periods in his life. The heart of the
collection is a core of his literary works, most of which have never been published. Most consist of
original and second drafts showing evolutionary changes, corrections, and notations. There are thirty-
five plays, portions of novels, seventy-five short-stories, essays (most of which are unpublished), and a
considerable amount of poetry. Most of the poetry has been published by Professor Birk Sproxton in a
book by Turnstone Press titled Sounds Assembling (1980). Several of the poems are in multiple drafts,
though only a few are dated. Brooker's published writings on advertising remain with the family. Art work
is not included in the collection. The balance of the manuscript collection consists of newspaper clippings,
photographs, an account book, and other miscellaneous items. The collection also contains Brooker's
private research library consisting of approximately 300 volumes, many of which are carefully annotated.

Notes

Title notes

Restrictions on access

There are no restrictions on this material.

Finding aids

A finding aid can be downloaded from this description.

Related material

Material related to Walter J. Phillips is found in the John Crabb fonds:
http://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/c.php?g=553505&p=3802623

Accruals

Further accruals to this fonds are anticipated.

Other notes

• Publication status: published
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Access points

• (documentary form)

Series descriptions

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container

Accession MSS 16, PC 16, TC 76-A1980-053; A1988-052: Bertram Brooker Accrual
Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)
• Graphic material (documentary form)
• Moving images (documentary form)

File / item list

Correpondence
Date: 1910-1954 (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

Related material:

For additional letters not indicated here, see Box 10 Fd. 17 - All by newspapers across Canada in the
1920s. Including letters from: W. E. Nichols, R. Lawry, Joseph Katz, A. C. Galbraith, A.r. Halloway,
Arthur E. Darby, Healey Willan, E. H. Macklin, Albert E. Ford, G. A. Tyndall. Also includes some
writings.

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - A-C 1911-1954 A1980-053,

Box 0001
A1980-053,
File 0001

Item - Aikens, Carroll 1929
Item - Always, Mary 1912
Item - Arthur, E.R. 1929
Item - Baldwinson, B.D. 1919
Item - Barnard, Leslie 1929
Item - Beldon, August 1924
Item - Brooker, Rill (wife) 1924
Item - Brooker, Richard (father) 1920
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Item - C. Arthur Pearson Ltd. 1911
Item - "Cal" 1925
Item - Calver, George 1921
Item - Canadian Authors Association:
Church, Elizabeth

1929

Item - Levack, Anita Gabrielle 1929
Item - The Canadian Forum: White, J.F. 1929
Item - Canadian National Newspapers
and Periodicals Association: Burrows,
Acton

1920

Item - Canadian Storage Company:
McPherson, W.H.

1938

Item - Canadian Pacific Railway
Company: Gibbon, J.M.

1929

Item - Chambrun, Jacques 1949, 1954
Item - Charles Francis Press: Davey,
George W.

1925

Item - Clare, Eva 1922
Item - Collier's: Casey, F. 1914
Item - Cox, Leo 1936
Item - Curtis Brown, Ltd.: Collins, Alan 1936
File - D-J 1914-1944 A1980-053,

File 0002
A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Deacon, William Arthur 1929, 1931
Item - Durkin, Douglas n.d.
Item - Edgar, Pelham n.d.
Item - F.B. Housser and Co. 1929
Item - Fitzgerald, Felicia 1931
Item - Fitzgerald, LeMoine 1929-1937
Item - Frederick A. Stokes Co. 1914
Item - Grey, Earle 1944
Item - H.J. Heinz Co.: "Hank" 1935
Item - Hamilton, Constance E. 1929
Item - Henriette Lichtenstein Advertising
Agency: Greenbrook, C.D.

1926

Item - His Majesty's Theatre Dana,
Henry

1913

Item - Ingersoll, William Ernest 1929
Item - The International: Rethy, J.B. 1936
Item - John O'London's Weekly Carnish,
Walter

1936

File - K-Mac 1929-1940 A1980-053,
File 0003
A1980-053,
File 0004
A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Kellogg, Doris n.d.
Item - MacDonald, Wilson 1929
Item - MacLaren, Tanis 1923-1924
Item - Maclean's Magazine: Moore, H.
Napier

1929-1936
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Item - The Maclean Publishing Co.:
Hunter, H.T.

1920

Item - The MacMillan Company of
Canada Ltd.: Eayrs, Hugh - President

1929-1940

Item - Elliot, Ellen 1938
Item - Foster, Ann 1939
Item - Mill, John R. 1938
Item - Rogers, G.E. 1936
Item - Rooke, Daphne F. 1929
File - Man-Mit 1916-1950 A1980-053,

File 0005
A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Manfred, Ernest F. 1950
Item - Mario, Queena 1923, 1924
Item - Marketing: Brown, Margaret 1953
Item - McGraw-Hill Book Company,
Inc.: Gartner, W.

1930

Item - McGraw-Hill Book Company,
Inc.: Hyland, James

n.d.

Item - McGraw-Hill Book Company,
Inc.: Kelly, H.J.

n.d.

Item - McGraw-Hill Book Company,
Inc.: Thompson, James S.

1930-1931

Item - Zahringer, George J. 1930
Item - The Meredith Publications: Forbin
E.F.

1925

Item - Mitchell, Adelia 1936
Item - Morley, Winham 19--
File - N-R 1910-1937 A1980-053,

File 0006
A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - The National Gallery of Canada:
Brown, Eric - Director

1929

Item - Nazimova, Alla 1912
Item - "Nell" 1912
Item - Phillips, Walter J. 1929
Item - Printer's Ink Publications: Palmer,
R.W.

1925

Item - Roberton, Thomas 1927-1929
Item - Rowe Wright 1924
Item - Folly, M. n.d.
Item - The Royal Society: Harrison, Rob 1910
File - S 1918-1937 A1980-053,

File 0007
A1980-053,
File 0008
A1980-053,
Box 0001

File - Schuch, D. 1936
Item - Sherren, Dorothy & Ewert 1918-1929
Item - Sherwin, Mabelle K. n.d.
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Item - The Society of Manitoba Artists:
Beech, Arthur

1929

Item - The Society of Manitoba Artists:
Cattley, Robert

1929

Item - Somers, Eleanor 1921-
Item - Thomas Nelson & Sons Limited:
McEwen, Jessie

1936-1937

Item - Thomas Nelson & Sons Limited:
Redlich, Monica

1936

Item - Thomas Nelson & Sons Limited:
Rogers, C.M.

1937

Item - Watson, S.B. 1933-1937

Thomas Nelson & Sons Limited: Unidentifiables
Date: 1936-1937 (date of creation)

Physical description: 3 items

File / item list

File - T-W 1911-1955 A1980-053,
File 0009
A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Tovey, Vernon 1938
Item - University of Toronto Press:
Jeanneret, M.

1955

Item - The Vanderpant Galleries:
Vanderpant, J.

1929

Item - The Vitagraph Co.: Breuil,
Hartmann

1913

Item - The Vitagraph Co.: Smith, Albert 1912
Item - Voaden, Herman 1930
Item - Weiner Literary Agency 1911-1913
File - Undecipherables 1916-1936 A1980-053,

File 0010
A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - C.H.S. 1916
Item - R. Eliza n.d.
Item - Natasha n.d.
Item - No Name n.d.

Correspondence - Outgoing
Date: 1922-1955 (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
Item - Atkinson, Dora 1922
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Item - Brown, Eric 1929
Item - Brown, Margaret (Marketing) 1953
Item - Burrell, Hon. Marten 1953
Item - Canadian Forum, The Editor 1953
Item - Chambrun, Jacques 1949, 1954
Item - Church, "Miss" 1929
Item - Cox, Leo 1936
Item - Denison, Merrill 1936
Item - Edgar, Pelham 1936
Item - Fitzgerald, LeMoine 1929-1945
Item - Gibbon, J. Murray 1929
Item - Haines, Fred S. 1929
Item - Hamilton, Constance E. 1929
Item - Levack, Anita Gabrielle (Canadian
Authors Association)

1929

Item - McCurry, H.C. 1929
Item - McGraw-Hill Book Co.:
Zahringer, George J.

1930

Item - Maclean's Magazine Moore,
H.Napier

1936

Item - The MacMillan Co. of Canada,
Ltd.: Eayrs, Hugh S.

1936-1938

Item - The MacMillan Co. of Canada,
Ltd.: Elliot, E.

1937-1938

Item - Manitoba Society of Artists
(Secretary)

1929

Item - Montreal Art Association
(Secretary)

1929

Item - Phillips, Walter 1929
Item - Roberton, T.B. 1929
Item - Thomas Nelson & Sons Ltd.:
McEwen, Jessoe

1936-1937

Item - Thomas Nelson & Sons Ltd.:
Redlich, Monica

1936

Item - Thomas Nelson & Sons Ltd.:
Rogers, C.M.

1937-1938

Item - Thomas Nelson & Sons Ltd.:
Watson, Sidney B.

1931-1936

Item - Threlfall, M.S. 1929
Item - Toronto Daily Star (editor) 1925
Item - Tulloch, John (Winnipeg Art
Gallery)

1937

Item - University of Toronto Press (M.
Jeanneret)

1955

Item - ?, Lawren 1929

Correspondence - Related
Date: 1926-1962 (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)



MSS 16, PC 16, TC 76 Bertram Brooker fonds

University of Manitoba Archives & Special Collections  Page 10

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Letters neither to nor from but
relating to B. Brooker

1926-1929,
1962

A1980-053,
File 0012
A1980-053,
Box 0001

File - Manuscript Rejection Slips n.d. A1980-053,
File 0013
A1980-053,
Box 0001

IV. Personal Materials
Date: 1888, 1905-1947 (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

Related material:

For a list of photographs, see the photograph collection finding aid (PC 16)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Birth Certificate 1888 A1980-053,

File 0014
A1980-053,
Box 0001

File - Newspaper Clippings on Weddings
and Obituaries

A1980-053,
File 0015
A1980-053,
Box 0001

File - Diaries and some daily jottings A1980-053,
File 0016
A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Diary of Bertram Brooker 1905 A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Note Pads 1910, n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Diary 1920 A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Diary excerpts - "A Plan of Life" 1924 A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - February 29-April 20 n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Diary excerpts - "Thoughts about
Life"

May 24, 1925 -
August 25, 1925

A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Notes after lunch with F.B.H. 3-Aug-25 A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Diary August 24, 1925
- June 27, 1926

A1980-053,
Box 0001
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Item - Excerpts 1926-1928,
1947

A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - "Dreams" 1938 A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Savings Account n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - "Shorts about Bernard" n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - "Bernard" n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - Account Book n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0001

Drama
Date: 1912-1949 (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Dramatic Productions by B.
Brooker

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0018
A1980-053,
Box 0001

Item - "Prologue in Heaven - Recitative" n.d.
Item - "Motherhood - A Drama in Four
Acts"

n.d.

Item - "The Angels Sing" a Christmas
sketch"

n.d.

Item - "The Angels Sing" narrators script Dec-40
Item - "A Tchekoff Take-off or
Christmas Eve in Ruddy Russia"

n.d.

Item - "A Trade Survey of Mars in 1997" n.d.
Item - "Thriller" n.d.
Item - "The Common Man" a play in 3
acts

Mar-43

File - Dramatic Productions by B.
Brooker (cont')

A1980-053,
Box 0002
A1980-053,
File 0001

Item - "The Dead Should Sleep" n.d.
Item - "Reform - an experiment in
psychodrama"

n.d.

Item - "The Measure of Gordon Craig" n.d.
Item - "Male and Female" n.d.
Item - "Thud and Blunder" n.d.
Item - "First Enquiry" n.d.
Item - "Second Enquiry" n.d.
Item - "Barabbas" n.d.
File - Dramatic Productions by B.
Brooker (cont')

A1980-053,
File 0002
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A1980-053,
Box 0002

Item - "Within" 1927
Item - "The Robber" n.d.
Item - "The corpse with the raised
elbows"

n.d.

Item - "Experience" 1929
Item - "Four Parodies of Toronto Music
Critics" - a skit

1930

Item - "Clowns Should Laugh" - a
comedy in three acts

n.d.

File - Dramatic Productions by B.
Brooker (cont')

A1980-053,
File 0003
A1980-053,
Box 0002

Item - "The Mitre Court Murder" 1934?
Item - Hearts Ahoy n.d.
Item - "The Lost Shephard" n.d.
Item - "What Happened to Smith"
Item - "The Strongest Plume" - a comedy
in 3 acts

1942

Item - "Tomorrow is Sunday" 1940
Item - "Saxophone Serenade" n.d.
Item - "White Wings" Program from the
play workshop

n.d.

Item - "The Mailed Fist" n.d.
Item - "A Fiddler at the World's Burning" n.d.
File - Dramatic Productions by B.
Brooker (cont')

A1980-053,
File 0004
A1980-053,
File 0005
A1980-053,
Box 0002

Item - "The Storks" n.d.
File - Dramatic Productions by B.
Brooker (cont')

A1980-053,
File 0006
A1980-053,
Box 0002

Item - "Cassandra" - A Tragedy in Four
Acts"

n.d.

Item - Photocopies from the Herman
Voaden Collection at York University

n.d.

"The Dragon"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"Within"
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Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

File - Articles, Programs on and about
Drama and Drama Productions

A1980-053,
File 0007
A1980-053,
Box 0002

Item - Pictures depicting Masefield's
passion play "Good Friday"

n.d.

Item - Program - "Ida St. Leon" 1912
Item - Miscellaneous Programs n.d.
Item - Free Press Jollification 28-Dec-18
Item - Other Drama Programs n.d.
File - Newspaper Articles about
Brooker's Plays

A1980-053,
File 0008
A1980-053,
Box 0002

Item - "Dominion Drama Festival
Presentations"

n.d.

Item - "About Books & Authors",
Saskatoon Star-Phoenix

19-Feb-49

Item - "Looking Backward", Neepawa
Press

n.d.

Item - Unidentified clipping, "The
Dragon"

n.d.

Prose Writings
Date: 1913-1955 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Creative literature written by Bertram Brooker (not all are complete)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Novels
Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
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Item - "West is West - An Epic of the
Prairie"

n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0003
A1980-053,
File 0001

Item - "Jevon" n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0003
A1980-053,
File 0001

Item - "Bridge Place" n.d. A1980-053,
File 0002
A1980-053,
Box 0003

Item - "Sacrament Street" n.d. A1980-053,
File 0003
A1980-053,
Box 0003

Item - "Sons of the Soil - An Epic of the
Prairie"

n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0003
A1980-053,
File 0003

Item - Unidentified n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0003
A1980-053,
File 0003

Item - Listen for the Wings" n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0004
A1980-053,
File 0001

Item - Mr. Windle n.d. A1980-053,
File 0002
A1980-053,
Box 0004

Item - Herne, Huxley. The Tangled
Miracle A Mortimer

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0003
A1980-053,
Box 0004
A1980-053,
File 0003

Item - Hood Mystery, Toronto, Thomas
Nelson & Sons Ltd.

1936 A1980-053,
File 0004
A1980-053,
Box 0004

Item - Brooker, Bertram. Candle in
Sunshine. A Novel, London Jonathan
Cape

n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0004
A1980-053,
File 0004

File - "Brave Voices" - Excerpts A1980-053,
Box 0005
A1980-053,
File 0001
A1980-053,
File 0002
A1980-053,
File 0003
A1980-053,
File 0004
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Proposed, Outlined or Partially Complete Novels
Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - "Son of my Son" 1948 A1980-053,

Box 0006
A1980-053,
File 0001

File - "The World an I - A Voyage of
Self - Exploration"

1934, 1953 A1980-053,
File 0002
A1980-053,
Box 0006

File - "The Urge to Excel" 1954 A1980-053,
File 0003
A1980-053,
Box 0006

File - "Myself a Stranger" 1955 A1980-053,
File 0004
A1980-053,
Box 0006

File - "A Candle in Sunshine" n.d. A1980-053,
File 0005
A1980-053,
Box 0006

File - "The Bloodless Revolution" n.d. A1980-053,
File 0006
A1980-053,
Box 0006

File - "Nine Words that Changed the
World"

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0007
A1980-053,
File 0008
A1980-053,
Box 0006

File - Titled Fragments n.d. A1980-053,
File 0009
A1980-053,
Box 0006

File - Assorted outlines and excerpts n.d. A1980-053,
File 0010
A1980-053,
Box 0006

Short Stories and Essays
Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)
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File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Short Stories and Essays n.d. A1980-053,

Box 0007
A1980-053,
File 0001

Item - "The Wrong World" n.d.
Item - "No Time to Love" n.d.
Item - "The Big Guy" n.d.
Item - "A Scratch in Time" n.d.
Item - "Mrs. Legion's Affections" n.d.
Item - "The Poet's Birthday" n.d.
Item - "The Wink" 1936
Item - "Evelyn Under the Floor" 1940
Item - "The Poetry of E.E. Cummings" n.d.
Item - "Biography of a Mind" 1930
Item - "Free Prose"/Shorts About
Bernard"

1925, 1938

File - Short Stories and Essays A1980-053,
File 0002
A1980-053,
Box 0007

Item - "The Last Meal" n.d.
Item - "I'll be Listening" n.d.
Item - "The Catch of the Town" n.d.
Item - "A Glass of Catawba" n.d.
Item - "Encounter on the Eighth Street" n.d.
Item - "Like Jehovah" n.d.
Item - "The Gilliland House" n.d.
Item - "Plot" n.d.
Item - "The Life that Failed" n.d.
Item - "Mrs. Hungerford's Milk" n.d.
File - Short Stories and Essays A1980-053,

File 0003
A1980-053,
Box 0007

Item - "Prophets Wanted" n.d.
Item - "A Fall Day" 1931
Item - "A Straight Path" n.d.
Item - "Bad Order" n.d.
Item - "Youth's Manuscript" n.d.
File - Short Stories and Essays n.d. A1980-053,

File 0004
A1980-053,
Box 0007

Item - "The Mystery of Shining Island" n.d.
Item - "Head Waitress" n.d.
Item - "Muddled Murder" n.d.
Item - "A Matter of Courses" n.d.
Item - "The Second Crash" n.d.
Item - "The Years Between" n.d.
Item - "Flame" 1937
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Item - "C as in Corpse" n.d.
Item - "The Bread of Carefulness" 1927
Item - "Mud" n.d.
Item - "The Blue and the Sweet" n.d.
File - Short Stories and Essays n.d. A1980-053,

File 0005
A1980-053,
Box 0007

Item - "The Forbidden Tree" - Notes n.d.
Item - "Green Skull" - Synopsis n.d.
Item - "Javelin" n.d.
Item - "Letters to a Fighter From his
Father"

n.d.

File - Short Stories and Essays A1980-053,
Box 0008
A1980-053,
File 0001

Item - "Haggard Island" by "Max
Britton"

n.d.

Item - "The Censorship of Photoplays"
by Bailly

n.d.

Item - "Bartholdy, the Photoplay Author" 13-Apr
File - Short Stories and Essays A1980-053,

File 0002
A1980-053,
Box 0008

Item - "Lambert Chace Detective" n.d.
Item - "The Bottled Message" n.d.
Item - "The Decay of Art" n.d.
Item - "Four Parodies of Toronto Music
Critics" - a skit

n.d.

Item - "How to Find Faith" n.d.
Item - "Time the Enemy" n.d.
File - Short Stories and Essays n.d. A1980-053,

File 0003
A1980-053,
Box 0008

Item - "Birth, Death and Mr. Dionne" n.d.
Item - "Response to Reality" n.d.
Item - "The Price of Peace" n.d.
Item - "Humanism - the Creed of Today" n.d.
Item - "The Greeks and a Word for Jack
Benny"

n.d.

Item - "The New Game of Music Colour" n.d.
Item - "The Story of the Christmas
Carol"

n.d.

Item - "The Creative Life" n.d.
Item - "The Ingredients of Life" n.d.
Item - "In Praise of Austerity" n.d.
Item - "Self-portrait, an Experiment in
Autobiography

n.d.

Item - "To All the Nations n.d.
Item - "Life Follows Art" Untitled n.d.
Item - "Nudes and Prude" n.d.
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File - Short Stories and Essays n.d. A1980-053,
File 0004
A1980-053,
Box 0008

Item - "Prelude to the Possible" n.d.
Item - "Ethics" - Notes n.d.
Item - "The Moving Finger" n.d.
Item - "Song of Solomon" n.d.
Item - "Job" n.d.
Item - Collection of several untitled,
fragmented excerpts of various writings
at different levels of completeness

n.d.

File - Short Stories and Essays n.d. A1980-053,
File 0005
A1980-053,
Box 0008

Item - "Gulliver Travels to Winnipeg",
"Gulliver Among Winnpeggians" - a
series, newsprint

n.d.

Item - Editorials by "Peter La Prairie" ca. 1917-1918
File - Short Stories and Essays n.d. A1980-053,

File 0006
A1980-053,
Box 0008

Item - "The Seven Arts" 1928-1930
File - Yearbook of the Arts in Canada n.d. A1980-053,

File 0007
A1980-053,
Box 0008

Item - Excerpt from the Yearbook of the
Arts in Canada

n.d.

Item - Newspaper Advertisement for
Yearbook of the Arts

n.d.

Item - Excerpt from the Yearbook of the
Arts in Canada

1928-1929

Item - The Canadian Forum 1928-1929
Item - General Instroductory notes to
Yearbook of the Arts

n.d.

Poetry
Date: 1928-1936, [19-?] (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - "Speculation in a Flower Market" A1980-053,

File 0008
A1980-053,
Box 0008

Item - "The Humorist" n.d.
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Item - "Fellowship" 1936
Item - "I have Uttered Arches" n.d.
Item - "Arches" n.d.
Item - "Two Modern Dances" n.d.
Item - "Fatality" n.d.
Item - "To Leo Ornestein" n.d.
Item - "The Edge of Peace" n.d.
Item - "As it is in Heaven" 1928
Item - "A Fiddler at the World's Burning"
- incomplete

1928

Item - "June Twenty Six Twenty Eight" n.d.
Item - "The Restless West" n.d.
Item - "A Man to his Son" n.d.
Item - "The Ice Man" n.d.
Item - "In Praise of Austerity" n.d.
Item - "Emergence" n.d.
Item - "The Destroyer" n.d.
Item - "Legacy From the Past" (including
notes)

n.d.

Item - "The World-as-it-is" n.d.
Item - "To Sevrelda" n.d.
Item - "Wilhelm at Heaven's Gate" n.d.
Item - "Wutlend" or "The Wind-Sprite" n.d.
Item - "Nine Words" n.d.
Item - "The Bridegrooms of Death" n.d.
Item - "Trees" n.d.
Item - Collection of poems n.d.

"morning"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"an artist"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"evangelist"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)
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File / item list

"silence"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"on the wharf"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"jenk"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"fear"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"night"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"woman"
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Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"self portrait"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"old man"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"being"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"lady"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"salvation"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)
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File / item list

"portrait"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"love"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"woods"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"a doctor"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Item - Collection of poems n.d.

"Longing"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)
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File / item list

"Knowing"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"Will"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"Goodness"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

"Kindness"
Date: n.d. (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

File - Untitled poetry n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0008
A1980-053,
File 0008

File - Untitled poems n.d. A1980-053,
File 0009
A1980-053,
Box 0008

Item - Behind me the unbarred gates
recede

n.d.

Item - I will lay hands on all limits n.d.
Item - Lewd moon, uncovered in the
breathless sky

n.d.
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Item - Like a cat, conscious of its
perfection

n.d.

Item - O tree silent and aslant n.d.
Item - Rightness not good or evil 1928
Item - Let me not be deflected n.d.
Item - This morning I went out slowly to
plant a tree

1928

Item - Under the sleeper's eyelids light
seeps

n.d.

Item - Without speaking they both look at
the long light patch

n.d.

Item - Is she so fair n.d.
Item - Deep vacancies I fill with images n.d.
File - A home-made notebook of
Brooker's collected verses

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0010
A1980-053,
Box 0008

Literary Reviews and Announcements
Date: 1927-1949, [19-?] (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - By Bertram Brooker 1930, 1949 A1980-053,

Box 0009
A1980-053,
File 0001

Item - Mary by Sholem Asch, Globe and
Mail

Oct-49

Item - The Proving of Romanticism by
Hugh I. Fausset, The Canadian Forum

30-Aug

File - Of Bertram Brooker A1980-053,
File 0002
A1980-053,
File 0003
A1980-053,
File 0004
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - Listen for the Wings reviewed by
an unknown editor
Item - Yearbook of the Arts in Canada 1928-1929
Item - Yearbook of the Arts in Canada 1936-1937
Item - Think of the Earth 1936-1937
File - Neither by or about Brooker A1980-053,

File 0005
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - "Tolstoy's Diary" The Times
Literary Supplement"

27-Sep
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Item - "Freud and the Future" by
Thomas Mann, The Saturday Review of
Literature

Jul-36

Item - Lord Tweedsmuir's Coming
Lecture on Behalf of Canadian Poetry"

n.d.

Item - "The Canadian Novel Turns the
Corner" by William Arthur Deacon, The
Canadian Magazine

Oct-36

Item - "Short Story Contest - A Report"
by Earle Birney, Canadian Forum
Magazine, vol. 17

n.d.

Item - "Religion Still Inspires Great
Modern Art" by Paul Duval

n.d.

Art
Date: [18-?], 1926-1970 (date of creation)

Note:

Most items in this series are photocopied

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Art work by B. Brooker n.d. A1980-053,

File 0006
A1980-053,
File 0007
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - Brooker's first watercolour - 10
years old. "Simply to Thy Cross I Cling"

n.d.

Item - "Lamps" - magazine
"Entombment"

Spring 1938

Item - "Lamps" - magazine
"Entombment"

n.d.

Item - The Canadian Forum 1930
Item - Progression n.d.
Item - "Catalogue of the 57th Annual
Exhibition of the Ontario Society of the
Artists"

n.d.

Item - Christmas Card Designs n.d.
Item - Two other listings n.d.
File - Articles by B. Brooker
(presumably) about Canadian Art

A1980-053,
File 0008
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - "Canada's Modern Art
Movement", The Canadian Forum
Item - Art and Reformation 1926
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Item - Two other untitled articles n.d.
File - Articles about B. Brooker's Art n.d. A1980-053,

File 0009
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - "Some Canadian Moderns" by
Walter Abell, Magazine of Art

1937

Item - "Religion Still Inspires Great
Modern Art" by Paul Duval

n.d.

Item - "A Rebel in Reverse Abides by
Tradition", Globe and Mail

1970

Item - "Protean" by D.M. le Bourdais,
Saturday Night

1950

Item - Draft: untitled article on Brooker 1973
File - Assorted materials on art A1980-053,

File 0010
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - Arts and Letters Club programmes
and newsletters

1926-1948,
1968

Item - Magazine of Art issue on "The
Society of Manitoba Artists"

1937

Item - Miscellaneou announcements and
Listings

Advertising
Date: 1913-1951 (date of creation)

Note:

Most items in this series are photocopied

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Articles on B. Brooker's
Advertising Career

1913-1951 A1980-053,
File 0011
A1980-053,
Box 0009

File - Printed articles written on
advertising by B. Brooker

1922-1929 A1980-053,
File 0012
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - "Selling A Community to Secure
A Customer"

Dec-22

Item - "Cutting the Dead Wood Out of
Mailing Lists"

Spring 1923

Item - "Getting Orders with a House
Organ"

Autumn 1923

Item - "What Interests the Dealer" Autumn 1923
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Item - "Trying to Level Peaks and valleys
of Fountain Pen Sales"

Oct-23

Item - "How 'O-Cedar' Established A
Good Name in Canada"

3-Nov-23

Item - "Making it Easy to Order
Multiplies Mail Orders"

29-Dec-23

Item - "Getting Dealers to Buy More By
Helping Them to Sell"

26-Jan-24

Item - "Ten Years of Life Insurance
Advertising Proves That it Pays"

5-Apr-24

Item - "A Statistical Picture of the
Average Canadian Consumer"

14-Jun-24

Item - "Forty Years of Canadian
Advertising"

28-Jun-24

Item - "Supremacy of Imperial Oil
Products Owes Much to Advertising"

12-Jul-24

Item - "Forty Years of Canadian
Advertising"

15-Nov-24

Item - "Variation in Layout Need Not
Lessen 'Family Resemblance'"

1-May-26

Item - "Prosperous? - Canada Has Never
Been So Prosperous as Now"

31-Mar-28

Item - "Why Not Emphasize to the Public
What the Product Will Do"

31-Aug-29

File - Printed articles by B. Brooker
under pseudonym Phillip E. Spane which
appeared in Marketing and Business
Management

1923-1929 A1980-053,
File 0013
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - "Bad Breaks in Advertising
Display"

10-Feb-23

Item - "Do We Believe in Advertising" 19-May-23
Item - "Country Weekly A Community
Power"

30-Jun-23

Item - "Suiting the Copy to the Medium" 11-Aug-23
Item - "'Shape' as an Attention
Compeller" (unfinished)

8-Sep-23

Item - "Can You Cast Your Copy in
Story Form"

1-Dec-23

Item - "Success of One Advertised
Product Make Market for Another"

15-Dec-23

Item - "Digging Up New Selling
Arguments"

9-Feb-24

Item - "Point of Sale as a Copy Contact" 8-Mar-24
Item - "Loosening the Family Purse
Through Appeal to Children"

Summer 1924

Item - "Make Advertising Believable" 4-Feb-28
Item - "Check Your Advertising with
Displays in Dealers' Stores"

2-Mar-29

Item - "Visualize Events - Not Things in
Advertising Copy"

16-Mar-29

File - Printed articles by B. Brooker
under pseudonym Richard Surrey which
appeared in Marketing and Business
Management

1922-1929 A1980-053,
File 0014
A1980-053,
Box 0009
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Item - "How Can We Get Better Make-
Up"

15-May-22

Item - "What History Can Add to
Advertising"

24-Feb-23

Item - "Three Copy Points of View" 21-Apr-23
Item - "Finding Holes in the Market That
Advertising Can Fill" and "Budgeting the
Trade Campaign"

1923

Item - "Making Announcements to the
Trade More Attractive"

17-Nov-23

Item - "The Copy Outlook in 1924" 12-Jan-24
Item - "Competition Tends to Make Copy
More Specific"

9-Aug-24

Item - "Getting Air Into the Layout" 23-Aug-24
Item - "The Comic in Copy - Does it
Pay"

20-Sep-24

Item - "One Thousand Sources of Copy
Ideas"

26-Jun-26

Item - "Rhythmical Headings? No!" 19-Jan-29
Item - "A Reply to Two Critics of
Advertising"

16-Mar-29

File - Printed articles by B. Brooker
which appeared in Printer

7-Apr-05 A1980-053,
File 0015
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - "Canada's Spending Half-Million
Dollars to Attract New Citizens"

24-Jan-24

Item - "When Resistance to Price
Increase Must be Overcome"

10-Apr-24

File - Printed articles by B. Brooker
under pseudonym

1923-1928 A1980-053,
File 0016
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - "The Paradoz as an Aid In Selling" 5-Jul-23
Item - "Borrowed Glamor in Copy" 13-Sep-23
Item - "Using Facts As Bait in Small
Copy"

21-Aug-24

Item - "Getting Emphasis in Letters
Without Underlining"

4-Dec-24

Item - "Tome Down the Shout in Direct-
Mail"

20-Jan-25

Item - "Hammering Brass Tacks into
Flaccid Copy"

11-Jun-25

Item - "Shunning Shakespeare!" 19-Nov-25
Item - "Advertising - Arch Enemy of
Poverty and Disease"

10-Dec-25

Item - "What Effect Has Advertising
That People Can

17-Dec-25

Item - "Life vs. Lungs" 9-Sep-26
Item - "The Way to Start a Piece of Copy
is to Start"

18-Aug-27

Item - "Rehearsing Copy Presentation
Before Its Appearance"

1-Mar-28

Item - "O Oikonomikos, Mr. Calkin!" 6-Dec-28
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Item - "The Advertising Tone of Voice" n.d.
File - Printed articles by B. Brooker
under other pseudonyms which appeared
in Marketing and Business Management

1923-1926 A1980-053,
File 0017
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - "A Sales Play Based on a Booklet"
by George H. Baker

13-Dec-24

Item - "What Makes the Week Appeal
Strong" by George K. Beddoe

30-Jun-23

Item - "Why Salesmen Fail and What
Can Be Done About It" by Reginald
Clarke

3-Nov-23

Item - "Selling a New Accessory in a
Large Market" by John C. Kirkwood

8-Sep-23

Item - "Banishing the Summer Slump"
by John Meldrum

11-Aug-23

Item - "Britain Aims to Give Advertising
a Professional Stauts" by Thomas Russel

May 1, 1926

File - Printed articles by B. Brooker
under other pseudonyms Which appeared
in Printer

1923-1925 A1980-053,
File 0018
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - "Dressing Up the Guarantee" by
August Belden

23-Jul-24

Item - "The Intellectual High Diver
Makes a Poor Copy Writer" b yWilliam
E. Cameron

29-Oct-25

Item - "A Plea for the Intellectual High
Driver" by Ralph Crothers

26-Nov-25

Item - "The Salesman as an Advertising
Critic" by Ira Flemming

18-Oct-23

Item - "Shall Advertising Walk in
Stocking Feet or Hob-nailed Boots" by
Ray Giles

10-Apr-24

Item - "Why Pick on the Poor Copy
Writer?" by Charles S. Knapp

22-Oct-25

Item - "A Plebeian Product is made
Aristocratic and Sales Jump" by Walter
Lamont

4-Dec-24

Item - "I Wonder Who's Selling Him
Now?" by Water Lamont

5-Mar-25

Item - "How to Fit Accurate Sales Quotas
and Determine Sales Expenses" by G.C.
Willings (incomplete)

n.d.

File - Printed articles and news clippings
by unknown writers (possibly Brooker)

1921-1924 A1980-053,
File 0019
A1980-053,
Box 0009

Item - "The Use of Presidents 28-Aug-24
Item - "How the Census Can Help Us
Sell"

15-Nov-21

Item - "Does Hand-Lettering Sell More
Smokes"

13-Jan-23

Item - "Will 1921 Reward Fighters?" 15-Apr-21
Item - "Build for 1922" 1-May-22



MSS 16, PC 16, TC 76 Bertram Brooker fonds

University of Manitoba Archives & Special Collections  Page 30

Music
Date: [19--] (date of creation)

Note:

Most items in this series are photocopied

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Newspaper articles written by B.
Brooker about Music

[19--] A1980-053,
Box 0010
A1980-053,
File 0001

Miscellaneous
Date: 1907-1949, [19--] (date of creation)

Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - "Is Immorality Immoral" by B.
Brooker

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0001
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - Two articles on language (not by
Brooker)

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0002
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - News Clippings, articles and
Review on and about William Blake,
Books about Blake, etc.

1907-1949 A1980-053,
File 0003
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - Articles on the Caxton Press 1927 A1980-053,
File 0004
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - News clippings, Memorandum
of Agreement, Royalty statements, dust
cover and other Material on B. Brooker

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0005
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - News clippings on Brooker's Book
"Think of the Earth"

1937 A1980-053,
File 0006
A1980-053,
Box 0010
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File - News clippings apparently
collected by Brooker for "Brave Voices"

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0007
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - Miscellaneous newspaper clippings n.d. A1980-053,
File 0008
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - "Books That Have Influence Me" n.d. A1980-053,
File 0009
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - Notes made of Brooker Collection
by Professors David Arnason and Birk
Sproxton

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0010
A1980-053,
File 0011
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - Miscellaneous incomplete writings
(not by Brooker)

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0012
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - Slide presentation notes on William
Blake - Likely prepared by Brooker

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0013

File - Detached notes by Brooker n.d. A1980-053,
File 0014

Additions
Access points:

• textual material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
File - Article. Sherrill E. Grace, " 'The
Living Soul of Man': Bertram Brooker
and Expressionist Theatre". Theatre
History in Canada: 1-22

Spring 1985 A1980-053,
File 0015
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - News clippings about Brooker
(sent by Free Press)

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0016
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - Additional Correspondence - 1920s
Newspaper

n.d. A1980-053,
File 0017
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - Photocopies of 4 letters to and from
Victor Brooker Re; Bertram Brooker
exhibit

1972 A1980-053,
File 0018
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - UNICEF Christmas Card of
Brooker Painting

1989 A1980-053,
File 0019
A1980-053,
Box 0010
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Item - Brooker Painting (Actual) - Floral
Abstract

n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0010

Item - Provincial Essays: Bertram
Brooker and Emergent Modernism -
Edited by O. Sinclair

n.d. A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - M.A. Thesis by Carole Luff on
B. Brooker "Progress Passing Through
the Spirit. The Modernist Vision of
Bertram Brooker. Lionel L. Fitzgerald as
Redemptive Art" (Carleton)

1991 A1980-053,
File 0020
A1980-053,
Box 0010

File - Miscellaneous 19-- A1980-053,
File 0021
A1980-053,
Box 0010

Item - "Memories of Uncle Bert" 1988
Item - "Thoughts on Uncle Bert" by his
niece Marion Hosegood

n.d.

Item - "Bertram Brooker - author, artist,
my uncle" by Gwen Green

1988

Item - Genealogy Sheet n.d.
Item - Retrospective Art Exhibit - Marion
Hosegood

n.d.

Item - "Railroading and Rugmaking" n.d.
File - Victor Brooker n.d. A1980-053,

Box 0010a
A1980-053,
File 0001

Item - Index to Bertram Brooker's fonds
(cards)

Photograph Collection
Date: [18-??]-[ca. 1929], [19-?] (date of creation)

Access points:

• Graphic material (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
Item - Bertram R. Brooker
Item - Bertram R. Brooker
Item - Bertram R. Brooker
Item - Bertram R. Brooker
Item - Bertram R. Brooker
Item - Bertram R. Brooker
Item - 2nd Field Troop; Canadian
Engineers, Winnipeg
Item - 2nd Field Troop; Canadian
Engineers, Winnipeg
Item - 2nd Field Troop; Canadian
Engineers, Winnipeg
Item - Engineers Canteen, 2nd Field
Troop
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Item - Cecil, Richard, Bertram Brooker 1905
Item - Unidentified Person, Bertram
Brooker
Item - Richard Brooker, father
Item - Free Press Promotion 1920?
Item - Free Press Promotion 1920?
Item - Tennis Club group - Bertram
Brooker and friends

1920?

Item - Negative (B+W) of sketch from
"Within a Play"

7-Nov-27

Item - "The Artist's Table": Merrill
Denison, Bertram Brooker, A.Y. Jackson,
J.E.H. Macdonald, Lawren Harris and
Arthur Lismer

ca. 1928 A1980-053MC

Audio-visual material
Access points:

• Moving images (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
Item - Robert Fulford 25-Sep-70
Item - Victor Brooker n.d.
Item - Bertram Brooker's Biography n.d.
Item - Interview with Nell Burtonshaw
(Brooker's Sister) by Victor Brooker

[1973]

Item - Adio-visual script presentation on
Bertram Brooker

n.d.

Item - Interview with Dorothy Porter
(niece of Bertram Brooker) in Portage la
Prairie, Manitoba by Victor Brooker

n.d.

Item - A taped interview with Victor
Brooker prepared for broadcast on the
Winnipeg radio program "For Art's Sake"

[ca. 1982]

Accession MSS 16, PC 16, TC 76-A2003-119: Bertram Brooker Accrual
Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
Otherlevel - Draft - Prelude n.d. A2003-119,

Box 0001
A2003-119,
File 0001

Otherlevel - Draft - Action n.d. A2003-119,
Box 0001
A2003-119,
File 0002
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Otherlevel - Draft - Nature n.d. A2003-119,
Box 0001
A2003-119,
File 0003

Otherlevel - Draft - Love n.d. A2003-119,
Box 0001
A2003-119,
File 0004

Otherlevel - Draft - Possibility n.d. A2003-119,
Box 0001
A2003-119,
File 0005

Otherlevel - Draft - Likeness n.d. A2003-119,
Box 0001
A2003-119,
File 0006

Otherlevel - Draft - Goodness n.d. A2003-119,
Box 0001
A2003-119,
File 0007

Otherlevel - Draft - Manhood n.d. A2003-119,
Box 0001
A2003-119,
File 0008

Otherlevel - Draft - Beauty A2003-119,
Box 0001
A2003-119,
File 0009
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